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Destination BC is rounding up relevant research and articles each week 
related to the travel and tourism industry and COVID-19.  
Last week in brief:
• Support for travel within BC is increasing: 56% of British Columbians would plan a trip in the next 

four weeks. Although, 49% of BC residents find leaving the house to be stressful during COVID-
19.

• BC residents are becoming more comfortable with the idea of receiving visitors in their 
community.

• 38% of Americans said they find a familiar destination more appealing during COVID-19.

• Globally, long-haul forward bookings for flights in the first week in November 2020 are 59% 
below normal levels. 
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• BC residents are becoming more 
comfortable with the idea of travelling 
within BC and receiving visitors in their 
community

• 68% of BC residents would make a non-
essential trip within BC as of June 10, up 
from 47% on May 13. Nearly three-
quarters of BC residents would be 
comfortable travelling by car/RV, up from 
55% on May 13. 

• Fewer residents are concerned about 
visitors from outside of their community 
visiting their own community at 43% 
concerned, down from 66% on May 13.

• 56% of British Columbians would plan a trip 
in the next four weeks, which is positive news 
for the summer travel season.

• For more information, see the Destination 
BC COVID-19 Industry Call on June 18 
(starting at 53:00 minutes)

BC residents comfort in travelling is on the rise

Source: Destination BC: Omnibus Insights Tracking, June 2020; Insights West

https://www.destinationbc.ca/covid-19/destination-bc-response/covid-19-industry-calls/
https://www.destinationbc.ca/content/uploads/2020/06/DBC-Public-Perceptions-COVID-19-Wave-3_15JUN2020.pdf
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• Support for travel within BC is 
increasing, albeit more slowly than in past 
weeks. 

• British Columbia saw a significantly 
positive shift in sentiment towards 
visitors from other parts of Canada, up to 
31% as of June 16 from 17% on May 11. 
This is especially true for rural residents. 

BC residents are more open to welcoming visitors into their community 
from other parts of Canada than they were a month ago

Source: Destination Canada Weekly COVID-19 Resident Sentiment, 2020-06-016

https://www.destinationcanada.com/en/coronavirus-updates/covid-19-research
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• 47% of BC residents believe the end of 
COVID-19’s 1st wave has been reached. 
Three-quarters (74%) think there will be 
a 2nd wave of the virus.

• 46% of Canadians find leaving the house 
stressful during COVID-19.

• With the exception of Ontario residents, 
BC residents find leaving the house most 
stressful (51% of BC residents) relative 
to residents from other provinces (for 
example, just 33% of residents from 
Quebec now find leaving the house 
stressful. 

While BC residents are open to travelling soon, many find it stressful 
leaving the house during COVID-19

Source: Weekly Pandemic Tracker, Leger, June 15, 2020 / Weekly Pandemic Tracker, Leger, June 15, 2020

https://leger360.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Leger-National-Weekly-Pandemic-Tracker-June-15-2020.pdf
https://leger360.com/surveys/legers-weekly-survey-june-23-2020/?utm_source=newsletter-leger&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=covid19_report&utm_content=23-june-2020&mc_cid=a210e967ba&mc_eid=802dbf5a73
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While BC is still in 
Phase 2 of the BC 
Restart Plan, and is 
not open to travel 
from the USA or 
International 
countries, this 
information is 
provided to highlight 
global trends of 
relevance to BC now.

American travellers finding familiar destinations more appealing 
at this time

• The majority of American travellers 
feel they are informed about 
potential Coronavirus-related risks 
involved with travelling, and nearly 
70% of Americans say they will 
take at least one leisure trip this 
year. 

• 38% of travellers said familiar 
destinations are more appealing 
during COVID-19.

• 61% of Americans said they would 
be less or much less interested in 
visiting a destination that appeared 
crowded or exhibited poor 
“pandemic etiquette” in media 
coverage. 66% reported seeing this 
kind of coverage in the media.

Source: Destination Analysts Update on American Travel in the Period of Coronavirus—Week of June 15th

https://www.destinationanalysts.com/insights-updates/
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• Internationally, overall airline bookings are down 82% year-over-year compared to June 2019.
• Long-haul forward bookings for the first week in November 2020 are 59% below normal levels. 
• Passengers are booking closer to the time of travel. 41% of May 2020 bookings were for travel 

within 3 days, compared to 18% in May 2019.
• 45% of travellers intend to use air transportation within a few months of the pandemic 

subsiding, with 36% wanting to wait six months. This is a significant shift from April 2020, 
which saw 61% and 21%, respectively.

Air passengers waiting longer to travel, booking later

Source: International Air Transport Association, “Continued Government Relief Measures Needed to get Airlines through the Winter”, June 16, 2020

https://www.iata.org/en/pressroom/pr/2020-06-16-01/
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Research & Analytics
TourismResearch@DestinationBC.ca
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